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1 Famusov is a main character in Griboedovs play, Woe from Wit (1824). A highly placed Moscow bureaucrat and careerist, he is particularly ingratiating before his supe-
riors and arrogant toward his subordinates. As an arch-conservative, he fears nothing more than innovation and "free-thinking." Lenin used the reference in an interesting
passage: "Our party Famusovs are not against playing the role of sharp and ruthless fighters for Marxism, but when it comes to factional favoritism, they are not against
camouflaging the most serious retreats from Marxism!" (V. I. Lenin, «From the Editors,» PSS, vol. 17, p.185) [Ashukin & Ashukina, Krylatye slova, M., 1986, p.657].

Of course, the cultivation of a pseudo-Freudianism as erotic overindulgence or mischief has nothing in common with this question. Such wagging of the tongue bears no
relation to science, and represents only decadent moods: the center of gravity is shifted from the brain to the spinal cord... L.T.
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1 "In the ordinary language of European science, ancient life is that which developed chiefly round the Mediterranean basin." J.E Toutain, The Economic Life of the
Ancient World (New York 1930), p. 1.
2 It was probably the commercial prosperity of Palestine which made it appear to the Israelites as a land of "milk and honey." It is also probable that the Israelite invasion
dealt a serious blow to Palestinian commerce. But with time the Israelites in their turn renewed the profitable relations with the countries of the Nile and the Euphrates.
3Thus, from the very beginning, it was a specific geographic and historic situation which determined the commercial character of the Phoenicians and the Jews. It is obvi-
ous that only the proximity to centers of civilization equipped with a relatively important industry, only the closeness to countries already producing in part for exchange,

could permit the development of such specifically commercial peoples as the Phoenicians and the Jews. It was alongside the first great centers of civilization that the first
great commercial peoples developed.
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4 F.K. Movers, Die Phonizier (Berlin 1856), vol. 2, p. 18.

5“Even before the advent of the Israclites in Canaan, commerce was highly developed there. In the Tell-el-Amarna letters (fifteenth century B.C.) reference is made to
caravans crossing the country under protective escort.” F. Biihl, Die Sozialen Verhéltnisse der Isracliten (Berlin 1899), p. 76.

6 Movers, up. cit., vol. :2, pp. 19-20.

7 Ibid., vol. 2, p. 18.

8 “By their indefatigable commercial enthusiasm and their entrepreneur spirit, the Phoenicians acquired a name as a commercial people far exceeding that of any other
people of antiquity. It was only later, during the Middle Ages, that this name, with all the invidious connotations attached to it, passed to their neighbors and commercial
heirs, the Jews of the Diaspora.” Ibid., vol. 2, p. 26.

9 Toutain, op. cit., pp. 19-20.

10 These “Greek mariners” appear to have been mainly “metics,” foreigners who had established themselves in Greece. The commercial role of the Phoenicians had been
tied up with the development of Egyptian and Assyrian civilizations; the rise of Hellenic civilization brought as a consequence the commercial prosperity of the metics.

11 Toutain, op. cit., p. 31.
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12 Tbid., p. 53.

13 Johannes Hasebroek, Staat und Handel im Alten Griechenland (Tiibingen 1928), p. 112

14 Hasebroek, op. cit., p. 78. The production of use values remains the foundation of the economy. All that can be conceded is that production for exchange took on in
Greece the maximum dimensions possible for the ancient mode of production.
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16 Pierre Roussel, La Gréce et I’Orient (Paris 1928), p. 301. See also Michel Clerc, La Météques Athéniens (Paris 1893), p. 397: “Maritime commerce was in effect largely
in the hands of metics”; and Henri Francotte, L’industrie dans la Gréce Ancienne (Brussels 1900-1901), vol. 1, p. 192: “This commerce [at Athens] appears to have been
mainly in the hands of foreigners.”
17 Hasebroek, op. cit., p. 27. In the period of its prosperity; Athens contained 400,000 slaves; 20,000 citizens; and 30,000 metics.
18 “It is no more permissible to speak of the commercialization of the world than of its industrialization. The agrarian character of economy is predominant even in the
fourth century B.C.” Hasebroek, op. cit., p. 101.
19 “Any analogy between the ports of ancient Greece and modern Genoa or Marseilles will provoke only skepticism or a smile. Nevertheless, the spectacle afforded by
all this exchange, shipping, and coming and going of goods was then a new thing in the Mediterranean. It was quite different in intensity and in nature from that previously
afforded by Phoenician trade, which had been mere sea-peddling rather than real business.” Toutain, op. cit., p. 65.
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20 Charles Autran, Les Phéniciens (Paris 1920), p. 51.

21 Lujo Brentano, Das Wirtschaftsleben der Antiken Welt (Jena 1929), p. 80.
22 Antonin Causse, Les Dispersés d’Isrdel (Paris 1929), p. 7.

23 Ibid., pp. 54-55.
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24 Judisches Lexicon (Berlin 1927-30), vol. 2. Article on Elephantine, pp. 345-46.

25 Eduard Meyer, Bliite und Niedergang des Hellenismus in Asien (Berlin 1925), p. 20.
26 Roussel, op. cit., p. 486.

27 Meyer, op. cit., p. 22.

28Roussel, op. cit., pp. 480-81.

29 Brentano, Das Wirtschaftsleben der Antiken Welt, op. cit., p. 78.

30 Meyer, op. cit., p. 61.
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31 André Piganiol, La Conquéte Romaine (Paris 1927), p. 205.

32 These class struggles were limited strictly to the free population of the Greek cities. “Some degree of equality in the possession of property appeared necessary to the
maintenance of this political democracy. Therein lies the source of the bloody wars between the rich and the poor, the end-product of Hellenic demagogy. But the slaves,
serfs, and metics took no part in these struggles ....” Claude Jannet, Les Grandes Epoques de 1’Histoire Economique (Paris 1896), p. 8.

33 “The Greek peninsula [in the Hellenistic period] thus increasingly lost its leading position and the economic center of the world was displaced toward the East.” K.J.
Beloch, Griechische Geschichte (Berlin 1914-27), vol. 1, pp. 279-80.

34 See N.D. Fustel de Coulanges, The Ancient City (Boston 1874), p. 498.

35 Maurice Holleaux, Rome, la Gréce et les Monarchies Hellénistiques (Paris 1921), p. 231.

36 Piganiol, op. cit., p. 232.
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